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This year, a number of Egyptian and foreign artists are participating in the seventh round
of the Symposium. They will realize their creativity using Egyptian granite in a particularly
small size (30 x 30 x 60 cm), which makes it quite challenging for the artist to use his/her
imagination and capacities to execute an artwork with integral forming elements; it poses
challenges different from those associated with large works. These dimensions allow for
exhibiting the artistic works later in the BA meeting and seminar rooms, which would enrich
the BA visitors’ experience through observing artistic creativity all around the premises.

| would like to offer special thanks to eminent artist Adam Henein, for supporting this
round with his expertise and advice, and his enthusiasm for the enlightening role of the BA;
and to artist sculptor Mohamed Radwan, for his great efforts with the workteam, and for the
numerous conversations conducted with him in order to complete the project.

In this round, we offered special attention to involve promising young artists, who
previously worked with granite, in order to strengthen their artistic experience, and enrich the
event with their creativity.

Gamal Hosni
Director, Art Exhibitions and Collections Department



Sculpture is a form of expression that Man resorted to since the beginning of civilization
to depict different human feelings, historical events, chronological documentation, and
eternize imminent personalities who have had impacts on societies. This art was of significant
importance for the Ancient Egyptian civilization, which has created a tight connection between
the contemporary Egyptian artist and this genuine form of art.

Since its inauguration and over the years, the Bibliotheca Alexandrina (BA) has chosen
to hold an artistic project dedicated to sculpture in natural materials, aiming to emphasize the
value of sculpture in contemporary creativity. The “Alexandria International Symposium for
Sculpture in Natural Materials” is one of the artistic events that shed light on sculpture during
the past decade in Alexandria, in particular, and Egypt, in general.

In previous rounds, numerous Egyptian and foreign artists participated in workshops
activities within a pleasant creative atmosphere, and benefited from exploring the other, and
everyday interaction with different experiences and cultures. In addition, many sculpture
students at the Faculty of Fine Arts, Alexandria University, volunteered to assist the artists,
to execute their works. This is a very unique experience for emerging artists, to interact with
experts well-established in their specialization, which serves a significant objective of the BA
to disseminate science and knowledge.
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PARTICIPATING ARTISTS
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Ahmed Magdy Abdou
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Ahmed Magdy Abdou was born in Alexandria, Egypt. He studied at the Faculty of Fine Arts in 2005, and graduated
from the Sculpture Department in 2011. He is a member of the Atelier of Alexandria Group of Artists and Writers, and the
Egyptian Syndicate for Plastic Arts. Abdou joined the art movement in 2009, where he participated in several national and
international art events. He offered many of his works to individuals and associations in Egypt and abroad, and received
numerous awards.







Esslam Ebada
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Esslam Ebada was born in 1977. He is currently a teacher at the Faculty of Arts Sculpture Department, Helwan
University. Ebada joined the art movement in 1998. He participated in a Bronze Alloying Workshop at the Academy
of Arts in Warsaw, Poland, in 2003. He also participated in numerous international symposiums in Egypt and abroad

(2009-2013). He also presented a bust of architect Hassan Fathi at al-Shorafa Cultural Palace, al-Qanatir al-Khayriyya,
and numerous artworks at the Child Museum, Heliopolis (2010/2011).
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Mohamed Abbas
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Mohamed Abbas was born in Giza, in 1980. He received his PhD in Field Sculpturing in 2014 from the Faculty of
Fine Arts, Helwan University. Abbas participated in a number of artistic events, such as the second International Sodic
Symposium (2012), Analus Symposium, Germany (2011), the fifteenth and sixteenth Aswan International Sculpture

Symposiums (2010, 2011), the second Madinaty International Symposium workshop (2009). He also participated in
numerous group exhibitions and received a number of awards. Abbas offered works to individuals and institutions.
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Born 1978; Mohamed Abdulla lives and works in Cairo, Egypt. He graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 2002 from
the Faculty of Arts in Cairo. Since then he has been involved in some exhibitions. Abdulla has participated in a number
of group exhibitions which include Library of Alexandria public collection, Alexandria (2014); and the General Exhibition,

Palace of Arts, Cairo Opera House (2013). In addition, he held a solo exhibition “Dark Sight” in 2008 at El-Balad Cultural
Center.




Parallel Life



Mohamed Sabry
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Mohamed Sabry graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts, Alexandria University with an excellent grade. He
participated in the second round of Madinaty International Stone Symposium, two rounds of Aswan International Sculpture
Symposium, International Sculpture Symposium (Crete, Greece), the Bibliotheca Alexandrina’s International Biennale for
Artist's Book and the Alexandria International Symposium for Sculpture in 3D Ceramics. He also participated in several
artistic workshops in Egypt and abroad, and in numerous exhibitions. Sabry also received the first prize in the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina “25 January Martyrs Memorial” Contest; and many of his works are part of art collections in Egypt, Greece,
Lebanon, Romania, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.
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Influenced by ancient Egyptian,
Coptic, Islamic, and Egyptian
folk arts.
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Mohamed Ziada
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Mohamed Ziada graduated from the Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, where he currently works as a Lecturer. He
participated in Aswan International Sculpture Symposium 2011/2012, an international workshop in Italy, and the Biennale
of Young Artists from Europe and the Mediterranean in Thessaloniki, Greece. He also participated in the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina First Time Exhibition, in addition to numerous national and international exhibitions. Ziada received an award

from the Youth Salon; and many of his works are included in art collections at the Modern Art Museum, Aswan Open
Museum, the Castle of Otranto, Lecce, Italy; and the Commercial International Bank (CIB).






Omar Toussoun
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Omar Toussoun is an Egyptian sculptor, born in Alexandria, in 1972. He graduated from Faculty of Specific Education,
Art Education Department, Alexandria University, in 1993; and received a high diploma of sculpture in 1996. Since 1993,
Toussoun has participated in many national and international exhibitions in Egypt and abroad. He has also participated

in several international sculpture symposiums since 2006 in Australia, Cyprus, Egypt, India, Lebanon, Romania, Serbia,
and Turkey.




Man and nature are the source of my inspiration.
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Born in Riom, in 1959, Patrice Belin currently lives and works at La Moutade, France. He is a self-taught artist. He
has worked initially on stones, but since a decade he has used various materials such as steel, which is more prominent
in his works. He has exhibited in several galleries in France and abroad. Belin also produced large sculptures in various

countries including Aswan, Egypt. His works are influenced by Samuel Beckett’'s quote from The Unnamable: “You must
go on, | cannot go on, | will go on”.
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“You must go on, | cannot go on, | will go on”
Samuel Beckett, The Unnamable



Ton Kalle
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Ton Kalle was born in the Netherlands, in 1955. He graduated from the Academy ABV, Amersfoort, in 1982. Kalle has

participated in a number of symposiums and group exhibitions, besides holding several solo exhibitions, in his country
and abroad.







oidigislo 5N
Vladan Martinovi¢
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Vladan Milo Martinovi¢ was born in Montenegro, in 1954. Martinovi¢ is a Doctor of Fine Arts, and lives in Serbia. He
participated in numerous symposiums in different countries including Montenegro (1985, 1999, and 2012); Greece (2006);

Egypt (2007); Germany (2010 and 2014); Serbia (2011); and India (2012). Martinovi¢ held a number of solo art exhibitions,
and participated in different group exhibitions. He received a number of awards.
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THE WORKSHOP































